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Ladies, 

For MO approval, please. New info. 
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St-Pierre, Guillaume (Journal de Québec) 

Date call received: April 2, 2020 at 12:45 p.m. 

Deadline: April 2, 2020 at 17:00 

Tier 1 - COVID-19: Source of masks 

BACKGROUND: 

The journalist has questions regarding the shipment of masks, as announced at Prime Minister 

Trudeau’s press conference earlier this morning. The PHAC/HC will answer Q1 and indicate how many 

masks are being sent to Quebec.  

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS: 

Q1. Dr. Tam and Minister Hajdu have been claiming for weeks that, based on scientific evidence, 

putting a mask on an asymptomatic person is non beneficial. On what studies are they basing that 

claim? Is it possible to get a link to those studies? 

This question will be answered by the Public Health Agency of Canada / Health Canada 

Q2. Justin Trudeau said that Canada received over 10 million masks over the past few days. Where 

are those masks coming from? 

The Government of Canada is collaborating with provinces and territories on an ongoing basis to identify 

their needs and purchase required equipment, supplies and services to combat COVID-19. 

We are taking an aggressive, proactive approach to buying—especially when it comes to personal 

protective equipment for front line healthcare workers. This includes: 

· Placing orders for everything that is immediately available 

· Ordering ahead in bulk, with intermittent deliveries spread out over the coming weeks and 

months 



· Ramping up domestic manufacturing capacity, through the Plan to Mobilize Industry to fight 

COVID-19, being led by Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada. 

This is over and above the efforts provinces and territories are taking to secure their own supply.  

We are buying masks from distributors located in Canada and abroad. 


